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Chalet expects hospitality
margins to grow rapidly
Roshni shekhaR
Mumbai, 5 November

Chalet Hotels, a hotel asset
managementcompany,which
expanded its portfolio by 166
rooms in the first half (H1) of
FY26, expects ‘rapidgrowth’ in
its hospitality segment’s mar-
gins. This is after occupancies
ofitsnewroomsstabiliseinthe
comingquarters.
“Given that H1 is typically

theweakerhalfof thehospital-
itybusiness,weexpectmargins
to grow pretty rapidly once
occupancies for these new
rooms stabilise,” said Sanjay
Sethi,managingdirector (MD)
and chief executive officer
(CEO),ChaletHotels.
He added, “Overall, on the

hospitalityside,Iamextremely
positive (on growth) for the
next three-fouryears.”
This comes after the com-

pany’searningsbeforeinterest,
taxes, depreciation, andamor-
tisation (Ebitda)margin in the
hospitality segmentdecreased
by 139 basis points (bps) in the
July-September quarter on a
year-on-year (Y-o-Y)basis.

In H1 FY26, the company
added 129 rooms inBengaluru
Marriott Hotel Whitefield and
37 rooms inTheDukesRetreat
in Khandala, which has now
been rebranded to ATHIVA
ResortandSpafromOctober16.
Additionally,thisincreasein

number of rooms impacted its
occupancies,whichisexpected
tostabiliseinH2FY26,aninves-
torpresentationstated.

Sethi added that not just in
terms of occupancy, but he
expects the company’s room
ratestoseeanupsideinH2FY26.
Meanwhile, on Tuesday, it

reported a consolidated net
profit of ~154.84 crore, attribu-
table to theownersof thecom-
pany, for the July–September
quarter, compared with a loss
of ~138.49 crore during the
sameperiodlastyear,drivenby

higherrevenue.
ItsoverallY-o-YEbitdarose

by 25 per cent to ~200 crore in
theJuly–Septemberquarter.
K Raheja Corporation’s

Chalet Hotels Ebitda margins
expanded by 1.4 percentage
points to 43.4 per cent in Q2
FY26,saidtheearningsreport.
After the festival period,

growth in occupancy and rev-
enue per available room are
expectedtobedrivenbybetter
revivalofbusinesstravel,meet-
ings, incentives, conferences
and exhibitions and the wed-
ding season. The hospitality
divisionofChaletHotelsgener-
atedrevenueof~380.2crore,up
by13percentinQ2FY26.Inall,
thecompanyhasaround1,200
rooms in its pipeline, with 11
operational hotels, offering a
totalof3,359keys.
Sethi said, “We are looking

atmore opportunities in Ben-
galuru, Hyderabad, Chennai,
Kolkata, and maybe more
(expansion) in Delhi. We
believe Hyderabad and Pune
are two very strong markets
(due to the prominent office
developmentspace).”

MarutiAltohighest-selling
car in India at 4.7mnunits
Deepak pateL
NewDelhi, 5 November

Alto has been Maruti Suzuki India’s
(MSIL’s)highest-sellingcar inIndiato
date,with over 4.7millionunits sold,
followedbyWagonRatmore than3.4
millionunitsandSwiftatover3.2mil-
lionunits, thecompanysaidonWed-
nesday. Brezza and Fronx also rank
among the top 10most sold vehicles
in its portfolio. As Maruti is India’s
largest carmaker, thismakes theAlto
not just the company’s top seller but
also the highest-selling car overall in
the country todate.
MSIL onWednesday stated it has

crossed cumulative domestic sales of
30million(3crore)passengervehicles,
achieving the milestone within 42
years of starting operations. Thefirm
reached its first 10million-unitmark

in 28 years and twomonths, the next
10 million in seven years and five
months, and themost recent 10mil-
lion in a record six years and four
months.Thefirmdelivereditsfirstcar,
the Maruti 800, to a customer on
December14,1983,markingthebegin-
ningofIndia’smasscarownershipera.
Today,MarutiSuzukioffers19models
withmore than170variants.
ManagingDirectorandCEOHisashi

Takeuchi said the firm’s growth refl-
ected the trust of 30million Indiancus-
tomers.“Withcarpenetrationataround
33 vehicles per 1,000 people, we know
ourjourneyisfarfromover,”hesaid.On
October 29, Toshihiro Suzuki —presi-
dentofMSIL’sparentfirmSuzukiMotor
Corporation—hadsaidthatMSILplans
tolauncheightSUVsoverthenextfiveto
sixyears aspart of its push to reacha 50
percentdomesticmarketshare.

‘A titanof business
anda true gentleman’

I amdeeply saddenedby thepassingof
mydear friendGopichandHinduja.
PopularlyknownasGP,but always
Gopi tome,hecut acolossalfigure in
globalbusiness andLondon life.Gopi
wasoneof themost remarkable indi-
viduals Ihavehad theprivilege to
befriend.Mywife,Usha, and I loved
everymomentwespentwithhimand
will alwayscherish thosememories.
Gopiwas a championof enterprise

whose vision created an Indian global
conglomerate longbeforemore fam-
iliar ones emerged in thewake of a
resurgent Indian economy.Withhis
brothers, the elder and late Srichand,
and the younger survivingPrakash
andAshok, he took theHinduja group
into banking, energy, automotives,
and technology.
At a timeof tumult inBritishminor-

ity communities,Gopiwasaglobal
business leaderwhomade ithisper-
sonalbusiness to seekoutanemerging
waveof entrepreneurs.
Political elites embraced this new

social class andGopi, doubtless new
to corner street shops and phar-
macies, happily became a recogni-
sable bridgehead.
Underhis leadership,Hinduja

businesses suchasAshokLeyland
becameglobal successes, frommanu-
facturing India’sfirst electricbuses to
servingmarkets acrossAsia,Africa,
and theMiddleEast, demonstrating
hisbelief in Indian ingenuitywithbor-
derless ambition.Hewasgenuinely
proud tocontribute to the Indian
growthstory.
Throughallhis achievementsand

the rebukes thatoccasionally surfaced,
Gopi remained remarkably rooted,
never losing sightof thevaluesand
faith thatunderpinnedhis success.

Short inheightbut tall in stature,he
immediatelyputpeopleat easeandhad
acharacter thatwasable tofind fun
even invery serious issues.
Whenmy familymoved to London

30years ago,Gopiwas among thefirst
towelcomeuswithwarmth andaffec-
tion.Over the years, our relationship
blossomed. I always cherish the time
we spent together and the lessonshe
shared about friendship, faith, and
perseverance.Hewas incredibly loyal
—andalways turnedup to support his
friends.His love for lifemadehima
wonderful guest at any event andhe
was generouswithhis time and spirit
to everyone.
Inmyview,whatalsomadeGopi a

manaboveotherswashisbelief that
business carriedabroaderpurpose—
creatingopportunityandbridgingcul-
tures.Hewasundoubtedlyan impetus
in strengthening thebondbetween
Indiaand theUnitedKingdom(UK),

ultimately realisedbyPrimeMinister
NarendraModi’s achievementof a free-
tradeagreementbetween the twocoun-
tries this year.
I believehis impacton theBritish

communitywas insufficientlyacknowl-
edgedby traditional elites.Gopi’s
happycompanionshipofLondon’s
small traders amounted toa telling
endorsement—hedidnothave to
attendyet another community func-
tion in the suburbs.Andso,hispres-
encehereand there inLondonhelped
shape the storyofBritish Indians.
Hehelpeddefinewhat itmeant to

succeedasan Indian in theUKduringa
timewhen Indiawasemergingasa
magnet for investment following its
groundbreakingeconomic reforms in
the 1990s.
His impactonLondon isvisible in

manyways, too,notably in theprojects
thathavehelped redraw its landscape.
The redevelopmentof theOldWar
Office intoTheOWOhotel standsasa
testament tohis vision, anability to
blendhistory, eleganceandmodernity
inways that enrich thecity’s fabric.
InGopi’s ownwords, theOWOwill

behis “greatest legacy toLondon for
futuregenerations toenjoy”.
Yethis influenceextendedbeyond

landmarks. Itwasevident inhis respect
forothers,hisquiet counsel andknack
for strikingenduring friendships.He
hadacalmassurance that inspiredcon-
fidenceandagenerosity thatnever
soughtattentionoracclaim.
Whether in thecompanyof aheadof

stateor ayoungentrepreneur,he lis-
tenedwithpatienceandspokewith the
conviction that comeswitha lifetimeof
experience. Ihavebenefited fromthis
formanyyears.
Gopiwill be rememberedasa titan

ofbusiness anda truegentleman.His
passingwill be feltnotonlybyhis
family, friends, and theHindujagroup,
but across thecommunitieshe served
withphilanthropyaswell asbusiness
duringanextraordinary life. Indeed, it
ishard to imagine lifewithouthispres-
ence, buthis spirit and legacywill
remainwithus.
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
Thewriter is theexecutive
chairmanofArcelorMittal

OPINION: A trIbute tO GOPIchANdhINdujA

Whatmade Gopi a man
above otherSWaS hiS
belief that buSineSS carried
a broader purpoSe—
creatinG opportunity
and bridGinG cultureS

Lakshmi mittaL

M3M to invest ~7.2K crore
inGurugram township
Realty firm M3M India on Wednesday said it
would invest ~7,200 crore todevelop a 150-acre
integrated township inGurugramaspart of its
expansionplans.
Inastatement, thefirmsaid ithas launched

itsGurgaonInternationalCitytownshipproject,
which is expected to generate a topline of
around~12,000crore.
The announcement also marks the com-

pany’s entry into the integrated township seg-
ment,afteritsrecentcollaborationsinpremium
office spaces, commercial developments and
luxury residences with Trump Towers and
Jacob&Co.Whiletheprojectisspreadacross150
acres, planned expansions canmake the total
areagoupto200acres,accordingtoastatement
bythedeveloper.
Thefirstphaseoftheproject,whichspans50

acres is already RERA-approved, will include
300plots.PeopleintheknowtoldBusinessStan-
dard thatwhile thefirstphase is expected tobe
completed byMarch 2027, the overall comple-
tionisslatedfor2029. Sanket koul
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ChaletHotelsMDandCEOSanjaySethi said thatnot just in
termsofoccupancy,healsoexpects thefirm’s roomrates to
seeanuptick inH2FY26
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हितेंद्र ठाकूर 
यांनी केली 

गर्जना
बविआच्या तयार केलेला 

रोडमॅप हा वसई-
विरारच्या प्रगतीचा खरा 

मार्ग आहे.
विरार , िद. ५ 

(वार्ताहर) : ७२०० 
कोटी रुपयांच्या 
मंजुरीनंतरही काम 
रखडले आहे! ठाकूर 
म्हणाले, "जनता उत्तर 
देईल." वसई-
विरारच्या विकासाला 
नवी दिशा देऊ 
शकणाऱ्या ७२०० 
कोटी रुपयांच्या रस्ते, 
उड्डाणपूल आणि 
पायाभूत सुविधा 
प्रकल्पांना मंजुरी 
देऊनही एक वर्ष 
उलटूनही काम सुरू न 
केल्याबद्दल बहुजन 
विकास आघाडी 
(बविआ) चे अध्यक्ष 
आणि माजी आमदार 
हितेंद्र ठाकूर यांनी 
भाजपवर तीव्र 
हल्लाबोल केला आहे.

वसईच्या चिंचोटी 
येथे आयोजित कामगार 
मेळाव्यात (बैठकीत) 
ते बोलत होते. ठाकूर 
म्हणाले, "आमच्या 
कार्यकाळात चार रेल्वे 
उड्डाणपूल, सात प्रमुख 
रस्ते आणि अनेक 
अंतर्गत पूल यासह 
महत्त्वाचे विकास 
प्रकल्प मंजूर झाले. 
परंतु सध्याचा सत्ताधारी 
पक्ष केवळ कागदावर 
काम करत आहे, 
निविदा काढण्याचे 
धाडसही करत नाही." 
मुख्यमंत्री, 
उपमुख्यमंत्री आणि 
एमएमआरडीए 
अधिकाऱ्यांशी झालेल्या 
बैठकीनंतर महावितरण 
सबस्टेशन्सचे बांधकाम 
सुरू झाले आहे, असे 
ठाकूर यांनी सांगितले. 
बविआने विकसित 
केलेला 
लोककल्याणकारी 
विकास आराखडा हा 
आज वसई-विरारच्या 
प्रगतीचा पाया आहे, 
असे ते म्हणाले. ते पुढे 
म्हणाले, "आज सत्तेत 
असलेल्यांकडे ना 
योजना आहे ना 
दूरदृष्टी. ते फक्त 
विकासकामांचा 
दिखावा करत आहेत. 
जनता सर्व काही 
जाणते आणि येणाऱ्या 
निवडणुकीत उत्तर 
देईल." बविआने 
येणाऱ्या वसई-विरार 
महानगरपालिका 
निवडणुकीसाठी तयारी 
तीव्र केली आहे. पक्ष 
शहराच्या विविध 
भागात विभागवार 
बैठका घेत आहे. 
रविवारी नायगाव पूर्व 
येथील सभेत पक्ष 
कार्यकर्त्यांना संबोधित 
करताना ठाकूर 
म्हणाले, "ही 
निवडणूक केवळ 
सत्तेची नाही, तर 
आपल्या अस्तित्वाची 
आणि विकास 
धोरणाची आहे. 

पुणे, िद. ५ (वार्ताहर) : ‘शहरातील गरजू 
रुग्णांना कमी दरात कर्करोगाची तपासणी करता 
यावी, यासाठी ‘पेट स्कॅन’ची सुविधा उपलब्ध 
करून दिली जाणार आहे. यासाठी सार्वजनिक-
खासगी भागीदारी (पीपीपी) तत्त्वावर ‘पेट स्कॅन 
व रेडिओ डायग्नोस्टिक प्रकल्प’ कार्यान्वित 
करण्याची तयारी महापालिकेने सुरू केली आहे. 
पुढील काही महिन्यांतच हा प्रकल्प सुरु होईल,’ 
असे महापालिका आयुक्त नवल किशोर राम यांनी 
सांगितले.

पुणे महापालिकेच्या आणि सरकारी 
रुग्णालयांत सध्या ‘पेट स्कॅन’ची सुविधा नाही. 
त्यामुळे गरीब रुग्णांना खासगी रुग्णालयांवर 
अवलंबून राहावे लागते. खासगी रुग्णालयांचे दर 

परवडणारे नसल्याने अनेक रुग्णांना योग्य उपचार 
मिळणे कठीण होते. या पार्श्वभूमीवर महापालिकेने 
कमी दरात ही सुविधा देण्याचा निर्णय घेतला आहे.

स्वारगेट येथील हिराबाग आरोग्य कोठी 
शेजारी सुरू असलेल्या वसंतदादा पाटील प्रशिक्षण 
केंद्राच्या इमारतीमध्ये प्रकल्प उभारला जाणार 
आहे. महापालिका आयुक्त राम यांनी या 
प्रकल्पाच्या अंमलबजावणी संदर्भात पाहणी केली. 
आरोग्य विभागाच्या प्रमुख डॉ. नीना बोराडे, 
सहायक आरोग्य अधिकारी डॉ. संजीव वावरे 
यावेळी उपस्थित होते.

सहायक आरोग्य अधिकारी डॉ संजीव वावरे 
म्हणाले, कर्करोगाची तपासणी कमी दरात करता 
यावी यासाठी महापालिकेने हा प्रकल्प उभारण्याचा 
निर्णय घेतला आहे. यामध्ये कमी दरात गरीब 
आणि गरजू रुग्णांना ‘पेट स्कॅन’ करता येणार 
आहे. हा प्रकल्प पुढील महिना अखेरपर्यंत पूर्ण 
करण्याचा प्रयत्न महापालिकेचा आहे. यामुळे 
रुग्णांना योग्य उपचार मिळू शकणार आहेत.

या सुविधेचा सर्वांत मोठा फायदा गरीब व 
गरजू रुग्णांना होणार असून, त्यांना केंद्र सरकारची 
आरोग्य योजनेच्या (सीजीएचएस) दरात ही सेवा 
मिळेल. त्यामुळे कर्करोग निदानासाठी होणारा 
खर्च मोठ्या प्रमाणात कमी होणार आहे. 

पणु ेमहापालिकेन ेकर्करोगाच्या निदानासाठी घेतला मोठा निर्णय !
या प्रकल्पामध्ये पॅथॉलॉजी, बायोकेमिस्ट्री लॅब, एमआरआय, सीटी स्कॅन यांसह अत्याधुनिक निदान तंत्रज्ञान उपलब्ध होणार 
आहे. स्वतःच्या आरोग्य यंत्रणेतून पेट स्कॅन व रेडिओ डायग्नोस्टिक प्रयोगशाळा सुविधा उपलब्ध करून देणारी पुणे 
महापालिका देशातील पहिली महापालिका ठरणार आहे. हा प्रकल्प डिसेंबर २०२५ अखेर पूर्ण करण्याचे नियोजन 
महापालिकेने केले आहे.
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